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The Government’s Anti-Corruption Taskforce is tdcha series of workshops across the nation
to consult the public on how best to fight corraptithe Prime Minister, Dr Derek Sikua,
announced today.

The workshops, which will be funded by RAMSI, willovide an opportunity for the public
and private sector as well as community organisatand other stakeholders to help develop
the Government’s proposed National Anti-CorruptRolicy.

To mark the announcement, Dr Sikua and RAMSI Sp&wardinator, Graeme Wilson, signed
a Memorandum of Understanding recognising RAMSpsupto assist the Taskforce conduct
these workshops.

“Corruption is one of the biggest challenges fadimg country,” the Prime Minister said.

“Corruption undermines political stability, goverent effectiveness and delivery of essential
services such as health care, education and lawraled,” he added.

“We are taking a range of steps to meet this chg#ehead on, and these workshops are an
important part of that process.”

The Prime Minister said he welcomed RAMSI’s suportthese workshops, particularly in
light of the Solomon Islands Government - RAMSItRarship Framework that recognises the
importance of combating corruption across all acdggpvernment activities.

RAMSI Special Coordinator, Graeme Wilson, said RRAMSI was very pleased to be
supporting this important initiative to advance 8womon Islands Government’s anti-
corruption reform efforts.

“The workshops will help raise community awarenassut corruption and provide an avenue
for Solomon Islanders to express their views,” Mitsdh said.
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Five workshops are planned over the coming momth$oniara, Auki and Gizo. RAMSI’'s
support will help to cover the costs of the worksho

The Anti-Corruption Taskforce was established & $tmlomon Islands Government in
February this year. It has been tasked to develmgtianal Anti-Corruption Policy and to make
recommendations on anti-corruption reform, inclgdine establishment of the Independent
Commission Against Corruption (ICAC).

Since coming to office in January 2008, the Sikwa€nment has made it a priority to tackle
corruption. This includes commitments to estabdisindependent Commission Against
Corruption (ICAC), implement political party intetyrreforms, strengthen the independence
and powers of the Auditor-General, create an Amtir@tion Taskforce, develop a national
Anti-Corruption Policy, and sign the United NatioBienvention Against Corruption
(UNCAQ).

The Anti-Corruption Taskforce is co-chaired by Spke8ecretary to the Prime Minister, John
Keniapisia, and Auditor-General, Edward Ronia. Mership also includes senior
representatives from the Leadership Code Commis€iobudsman’s Office, Attorney-
General's Chambers, Office of Director of Publiog&cutions, Law Reform Commission,
Ministry of Finance, Ministry of Public Service, IBmon Islands Chamber of Commerce and
Industry, and Transparency Solomon Islands.

For further information, please contact:

Government Communications Unit, Department of Privineister and Cabinet
Tel: + 677 25369, 78256

Office of the Special Coordinator, RAMSI

Tel: + 677 24703, 94447
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