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Nation building though sport and involvement in doenmunity is the theme of this week’s
celebrations to mark six years of partnership betw®&olomon Islands and the Regional
Assistance Mission.

RAMSI Special Coordinator, Graeme Wilson said he ttaosen this theme because he
believed that the contribution that RAMSI can mgkes beyond helping to restore law and
order and to revitalise government institutions.

“It goes to being part of the community and conttibg to building a nation,” Mr Wilson said
during his opening speech at a special Island Nigkted by the mission at its headquarters on
Saturday night to mark the occasion.

“To see the RAMSI team contributing to creatingela@ming, enthusiastic environment here
gives me enormous pride.”

RAMSI personnel are actively involved in sportexgd other community activities with the
key focus on creating stronger partnerships througthe country.

“They are also making the most of the sporting eofyrities to become immersed in life here,
with sports such as rugby, soccer, triathlon artdaleproviding another great avenue for the
RAMSI team to contribute to the local communityg’ $aid.

Relatively ‘new’ sports to island life such as Rydleague and Australian Rules Football
(AFL) are providing additional opportunities

The mission has also provided supplies and assistednunities in almost every province to
organise RAMSI Community Fun Days to mark the Gthigersary.

On Saturday the ground breaking Soccer in Solorslamdis: A Goalkeeper’'s Guide, was
launched. Written by Solomon Islands’ former natiosoccer team goalkeeper, Francis
Aruwafu, the guidebook was also published by RAMSpart of its 6th anniversary
celebrations.

On Sunday the mission hosted the inaugural cricletth between the PM’s XI captained by
the Prime Minister, Dr Derek Sikua and RAMSI’s Xpatained by the Special Coordinator.
Although RAMSI just managed to win the trophy nabchup 143 runs to the PM’s 124, the
friendly matched is actually a collaboration ainadeviving the game of cricket in Solomon
Islands.
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Following the match, the Prime Minister announceduvould be reforming The Barbarians,
originally the team of the former Prime Ministdretlate Solomon Mamaloni, in the hope that a
regular competition could get under way soon.

Mr Wilson said the anniversary also provided araidgportunity to reflect on the lessons
learnt as well the achievements of the last sixsiea

“When you look back, the journey that RAMSI hasrglawvith the Solomon Islands people and
government over the past six years has been akabiarone — and not without its ups and
downs.”

Mr Wilson said that this journey continues and mehgllenges remain.

“But we are getting to know each other better, @rfce is building and the partnership is
going from strength to strength,” he said.

The Prime Minister said that he thanked RAMSI fibtlee work that they have done in the last
Six years.

“I would like to on behalf of the Government andpke of Solomon Islands to congratulate
RAMSI on its sixth birthday,” he said.

“I know the last six years have not been easy; llaae been full of challenges but because of
our partnership, which is strong and because wearenitted to the mission we have set
ourselves to achieve what have managed to overtimmse challenges.”

But he also said that he wanted to remind Solorstamélers that they must not take things for
granted.

“We know that RAMSI is not going to be here foreldre said.

“But After six years we are beginning to witnesattl (Capacity Building in a lot of sectors) is
now beginning to take root, it is now beginningbar fruit and it is now beginning to grow.

“From this day onwards we must begin to, in theispf partnership, ensure that we are able to
take on what our friends from the region...havenldeere for the last six years to show us, to
teach us to go forward and ensure that our cowatnyonce again move forward in peace, in
unity and in prosperity.”

For further information, please contact: Officetled Special Coordinator
+677 24703 (office), +677 94447 (mobile)
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